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Moodle
Moodle is an Open Source Course 
Management System (CMS), also known 
as a Learning Management System (LMS) 
or a Virtual Learning Environment (VLE). It 
has become very popular among 
educators around the world as a tool for 
creating online dynamic web sites for their 
students. To work, it needs to be installed 
on a web server somewhere, either on one 
of your own computers or one at a web 
hosting company.

What is Moodle?
The focus of the Moodle project is always on 
giving educators the best tools to manage and 
promote learning, but there are many ways to 
use Moodle:

• Moodle has features that allow it to scale 
to very large deployments and hundreds 
of thousands of students, yet it can also 
be used for a primary school or an 
education hobbyist. 

• Many institutions use it as their platform 
to conduct fully online courses, while 
some use it simply to augment face-to-
face courses (known as blended 
learning). 

• Many of our users love to use the activity 
modules (such as forums, databases and 
wikis) to build richly collaborative 
communities of learning around their 
subject matter (in the social 
constructionist tradition), while others 
prefer to use Moodle as a way to deliver 
content to students (such as standard 
SCORM packages) and assess learning 
using assignments or quizzes. 

   

 Why use Moodle?
• Promotes a social constructionist 

pedagogy (collaboration, activities, 
critical reflection, etc) 

• Suitable for 100% online classes as well 
as supplementing face-to-face learning 

• Simple, lightweight, efficient, compatible, 
low-tech browser interface 

• Easy to install on almost any platform 
that supports PHP. Requires only one 
database (and can share it). 

• Full database abstraction supports all 
major brands of database (except for 
initial table definition) 

• Course listing shows descriptions for 
every course on the server, including 
accessibility to guests. 

• Courses can be categorised and 
searched - one Moodle site can support 
thousands of courses 

• Emphasis on strong security throughout. 
Forms are all checked, data validated, 
cookies encrypted etc 

• Most text entry areas (resources, forum 
postings etc) can be edited using an 
embedded WYSIWYG HTML editor 
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